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SUBJECT: LOURENCO MARQUES AND U.S. CHROME ORE SUPPLY 
REF: PRETORIA 854 (NOTAL) 

1. SAR ASSISTANCE OUTLINED REFTEL WILL BE MOST WELCOME FOR 
LONG-RUN IMPROVEMENT OF SOUTH AFRICA-MOZAMBIQUE RAILROAD 
CONNECTION. CFM DIRECTOR PINTO TEIXEIRA INFORMED ME RECENTLY 
THAT TRACT DISREPAIR. LACK OF LOCOMOTIVES, AND POOR SIG- 
NALLING SYSTEM HAD INCREASED TURNAROUND TIME OF TRAINS 
BETWEEN KOMATIPOORT TO LOURENCO MARQUES FROM 7 HOURS TO UP 
TO 17 HOURS AND CAUSED FREQUENT ACCIDENTS ALONG LINE. COMPLETE 
RENEWAL OF TRACT AND SIGNALLING SYSTEM WILL TAKE ONE YEAR. 

AS TEMPORARY MEASURE, TRAINS WILL BE EQUIPPED WITH RADIOS 
INSTEAD OF RELYING ON CURRENT SIGNALLING SYSTEMS. 
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WM WITH REGARD TO SHORT-TERM SOLUTION TO US CHROME SUPPLY 
PROBLEM, PINTO TEIXEIRA INDICATED BEST SOLUTION WAS TO 
PERSUADE SOUTH AFRICAN CHROME EXPORTERS TO PERMIT SAR TO SEND 
SMALL QUANTITIES OF CHROME TO MEET SPECIFIC LOADING REQUIRE- 
MENTS OF SHIPS WAITING IN LOURENCO MARQUES. IN THIS WAY, 

PAST LOGJAMS CAUSED BY EXCESSIVE TRAINLOADS OF CHROME, 
REQUIRING CONSIDERABLE SHUNTING AND STOCKPILING AT 
MINERAL ORE PORT, COULD BE AVOIDED. 

3. LOCAL SHIPPING AGENT INFORMS US COMPROMISE AGREEMENT HAS 
REPORTEDLY BEEN REACHED WITH SOUTH AFRICAN SHROME EXPORTERS 
IN WHICH 70 PERCENT OF CHROME SHIPMENTS WOULD GO TO MEET 
SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS OF SHIP AT HEAD OF LINE IN LOURENCO 
MARQUES AND 30 PERCENT WOULD GO TO STOCKPILE AS IN PAST. 
SHIPPING AGENT IS CONFIDENT COMPROMISE SOLUTION WILL CLEAR 
UP CHROME BOTTLENECK. 

WALKER 
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